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newspapers sent reporters and photographers out hundreds
of miles to meet him, interview him, and picture him.

Speculators travelled weeks ahead on their own itiner-
ary.    They posted pickets in the line before the box office
who held their position two and three days in order to get
first choice of seats.    These tickets later yielded them as
high as ten times their face value.    People now not only
paid any price to see him, but seemed willing to endure
any inconvenience.    The last night in Philadelphia three
men presented themselves at the box office for seats.    They
had come some distance and had means only for cheap
tickets.   None was to be had at the theatre at any price.
A speculator had one seat left.    He asked ten dollars for
it.    The trio had just four dollars and  a  half among
them.    They offered this and after some bickering it was
accepted.    The problem of how three men were to see the
play on one ticket was met in this way.    One went in for
the first act.    His pass check was handed number two
who saw the second act.    The remaining man saw the
third act.    They matched coins for the remaining two
acts.

On the trip through the South only the largest cities
were visited. This necessitated some long jumps. Rich-
mond was scheduled for one night, Atlanta, over five
hundred miles away, for the next. Here was a problem.
It required many hours to mount the Cyrano settings.
The special train could make the distance in fifteen
hours. The only way to keep both engagements was to
begin early in Richmond and late in Atlanta. The night
the Virginia capital saw Cyrano it dined at five o'clock
and the curtain rose at half after six. Atlanta was not
invited until nine o'clock.

A Texas storm, however, resulted in the most novel ex- Damon Lyon.
